Online surveys are allowed and even encouraged as a way to reach a larger sample and reduce costs. The learner must make sure that the subjects can only take the survey once and the data must be stored in a secure place. Online surveys are a good way to keep anonymity and confidentiality. If you use a third party vender or website then you must have them sign an agreement to not use the subjects names in any other capacity and that the data is stored in a secure location and they do not have access to the data and names.
 

The "passive issue" is a totally different matter somewhat unrelated to the online survey use question. Subjects must give consent in a non-passive manner. The subjects can sign an actual consent form (signature and date), or they can check a box as in a survey denoting that they give their consent for the researcher to use their responses.
_______________________________________________________
 

It should be added to the top of the survey or be a pre-page to the survey (online) and it briefly explains the study (risk/benefit) and that you are volunteering and you are 18 or older.
 

Underneath it would have the following:
    O  I understand the above statements and give consent for 
        my information to be used in the study 
 

    O  I understand the above statements and do NOT give  
        consent for my information to be used in the study 
 

If the first bubble is checked then that survey can be used in the study. 
 

If the second bubble is checked then that survey must be discarded.
_______________________________________________________
 

Passive Consent is when you state that by returning the survey then you are in essence giving the researcher consent to use your response. That is what method is not allowed for UoPhx Dissertations.
_______________________________________________________
